Resolution on UEB

At its meeting on 12 December 2007, BAUK passed the following motion aimed at progressing its evaluation of UEB:

BAUK endorses Unified English Braille as a trial code for use in the UK, encouraging members to provide various examples of the code's use to enable braille readers to make an informed choice concerning it's potential future use. The trial period will expire on 31 December 2008, and BAUK will decide on the status of the code thereafter at its Autumn 2008 meeting. 

This motion stemmed from a proposal paper presented at the meeting, given in full below. The proposed motion contained in the paper was amended to the final agreed form given above.

Paper Presented at BAUK Meeting

The purpose of this paper is to propose a resolution for adoption by BAUK concerning the future use of unified English braille in the UK.

Current position

The most recent meeting of the ICEB held in Canada endorsed UEB as sufficiently developed for adoption and implementation of the code has advanced to varying degrees throughout the world. As the next meeting of the ICEB approaches, (Australia 2008), it is important to reflect on the development of the project thus far and the UK's stance concerning the code.

BAUK has clearly indicated that consultation must precede any decision concerning the adoption of the code as the substantive code for use in the UK. It has also been clearly indicated that braille readers will be involved in the decision making process. Initial thoughts around consultation focused on a questionnaire to be sent out to braille readers and those interested in the future of braille, but a lack of resources has prevented significant development along these lines. More recent discussions have focused on workshops and a possible questionnaire with some workshops having taken place at Site Village 2007.

Exposure to the code is exceptionally low at present. There is concern that significant resources could be required to enable increased exposure such that braille readers can make an informed choice based on experience of the current UK code and UEB, and this is difficult to justify without direction from BAUK as to the acceptance of UEB as a code for use in the UK. Passing a resolution attempting to clarify this position would not be the thin end of the wedge, but would provide an environment in which UEB has some legitimacy as a code for use in the UK, the purpose being to encourage organisations to produce a range of materials such that braille readers become more familiar with it and can make a more informed choice about the future of braille.

Resolution [original form, before amendment]

Whereas unified English Braille has been endorsed by the ICEB as sufficiently developed for adoption and thus is sufficiently robust to permit further exposure in the UK.

Whereas current exposure in the UK is low and it is difficult for braille readers to make an informed choice concerning the future of braille.

Whereas it is difficult for organisations to engage in increasing exposure to UEB without being clear as to its status in the UK.

It is proposed that BAUK should endorse unified English braille as a code for use in the UK, encouraging members to provide various examples of the code's use to enable braille readers to make an informed choice concerning its potential future use.

Pete Osborne

November 2007
