Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Examination (Unified English Braille)
Jointly administered by the Australian Braille Authority and 

the New Zealand Braille Authority
GENERAL INFORMATION
The Australian Braille Authority (ABA) and the New Zealand Braille Authority (NZBA) provide an annual examination of proficiency in Unified English Braille (UEB). The examination assesses a candidate's knowledge of the code to a level sufficient for transcribing and reading literary texts, recipes, poetry, and drama.
Promotion of examination

The Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency Examination is promoted well in advance of the examination period via electronic lists and other communication networks in Australia and New Zealand. Information sent out includes contact details for application forms. 

Examination period

The Examinations Board sets a two-week examination period. Candidates are requested to select one week within the prescribed two-week period to complete and return their examination papers.
The 2010 examination will be held between 20 September and 1 October 2010 in Australia.  
Contents of examination

The examination consists of the following three parts. 
Part A: Transcription of three print passages to braille. The three passages consist of (i) prose passage, (ii) recipe, and (iii) poem. 
Part B: Transcription of braille passage to print
Part C: Proofreading (identifying errors). A braille passage containing errors is provided, together with an error-free copy of the passage (in either print or uncontracted braille). 
The package of examination materials sent out to each candidate includes instructions and marking criteria for each of the three sections. Touch readers completing the examination are provided with Grade 1 mark-up braille format of all print materials. 
All candidates are requested to return their completed test papers and all examination materials. In addition, candidates are requested to return the “Confirmation of Examination Procedures” form. 

Sample proficiency exam

Anyone considering sitting the proficiency examination is encouraged to download the sample examination papers from the Australian Braille Authority website:   http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/publications/.  

Examination fee
The cost of the examination in Australia is $A55.00 including GST.
Payment is to be made prior to the examination period, by cheque or money order, payable to “Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities”. Round Table will issue a tax invoice upon receipt of payment.
The examination is free to candidates in New Zealand, where the cost is covered by the Ministry of Education. 
Choice of braille writing equipment

Candidates may complete the examination using a manual braille machine, electronic braille notetaker, computer with braille software program, or other braille writing equipment.

Candidates are asked to nominate the equipment they will be using on their application form. Candidates completing the examination using a computer must agree to use six-key entry and deactivate the proofreading line (if available).
Prescribed Text
Candidates wishing to undertake the examination should be familiar with all the material in the Unified English Braille Primer: Australian Edition (2008 edition), available in a number of formats from http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/aba/ueb.php .
Contact persons for more information
If you would like more information about the Trans Tasman Braille Proficiency Examination, please contact one of the following people:

Australia:

Linda Triasmono
6/20 Sarah Street

Annerley, Qld 4103
Email: lindatriasmono@bigpond.com
New Zealand:

Maria Stevens

Accessible Format Production

4 Maunsell Road

Parnell, Auckland 1031 

Email: mstevens@rnzfb.org.nz
